


Mexiconservacion is a private, non-profit organization. It is dependent on the
help of like-minded individuals concerned about the conservation of
biodiversity and natural resources in Mexico,

The Green Guide to the Mexican Caribbean is intended to be both useful and
interesting. Any comments or concerns regarding the guide are welcome and
may be directed to www mexiconservacion.org.
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B Introduction

The Yucatan Peninsula is home to an astonishing number of ecosystems, such
as mangroves, lagoons, cenotes, coastal dunes, seagrass beds, the most
extensive subterranean river system in the world, and the Mesoamerican
Barrier Reef System (the second largest barrier reef on the planet). All of these
ecosystems contribute to the region’s breathtaking beauty, with its dazzling
abundance and diversity of life.

r Mexico shelters an amazing variety of

life, but sadly more than 1200 of its
species are listed as threatened or
endangered. Many of these live in the

Yucatan Peninsula. including sea turtles,
& manatees, ocellated turkeys, and
¢ margays. These animals and their
habitats are threatened by unsustainable
development, pollution, illegal
fishing/hunting and climate change.

The growth of tourism, accompanied by a widespread lack of understanding
about the region’s habitats, places pressure on the environment. Visitors to the
Mexican Caribbean have the opportunity to help. Tourism generates a large
percentage of Mexico's revenue and well-informed tourists can help maintain
the prosperity of this region while safeguarding its natural wonders.

Mexico is home to the
greatest number of reptile species
in the world. The second highest
variety of mammal species on earth
can be found in Mexico. Mexico has
the fourth largest amount of plant
and animal species on the planet.

WELCOME TO THE BEAUTIFUL MEXICAN CARIBBEAN
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lndmdualb and businesses as to the value of the
region’s biodiversity and the threats it faces. By
providing the necessary practices to help
' preserve the diversity of life found in the
Mexican Caribbean, it arms both tourists and the tourism industry with the basic
tools necessary for the protection of the very things that make this region so
attractive to all: its biodiversity and natural beauty.,
The Mexican Caribbean has one of the largest concentrations of
endangered species in Mexico.
It is home to Green, Loggerhead and Hawkshill sea turtles,
the black howler monkey, the Central American spider monkey,
the jaguar and puma.

QUICK ENVIRONMENTAL TIPS |

Do not litter, trash can injure and kill animals that
get entangled in it or choke on it.

Do not touch turtles, coral, or any wildlife,

Use biodegradable sun block or preferably wear a
t-shirt or rash guard.

In Mexico, fishing is prohibited within 250 meters of
bathing beaches,

Do not purchase (or sell) products made from coral,
shells, turtles, seahorses, starfish or shark.
Conserve water and electricity.

Conserve fuel by walking, biking or using public
transportation,

Do not throw any hygienic products waste down

the drain {e.g. toilet paper or sanitary products).
Avoid using disposable bags, containers and table
wear made of styrofoam or plastic.































